
 

 
Communication Skills Suggestions 

 
Articulation: 
 

● Use a mirror to model the individual sound your student/child is having difficulty with. 
Point out what you are doing to make this sound.  For example, for “m” I put my lips 
together and turn my voice on. 

● Name or identify items that all begin with the same sound, (auditory bombardment). 
 
Language: 
 

● Use simplified language when talking with your student.  For example, I want, I need… 
● Give directions in small steps and check that they understood. 
● Use specific vocabulary, this will increase their vocabulary. 
● Talk while you play with your child.  Tell them what you’re making or doing. 
● Identify actions.  Given a variety of pictures, have your student point to the picture that 

shows (for example), “jumping.”  You can ask “Who is jumping?”  Again, you will need to 
teach and model this skill and over time your student can begin doing this on their own.  

● Work on prepositions, like “on,” “off,” “under,” “over,” “upside down,” “beside,” “in front,” 
“behind,” “in,” and “out.”  You can do this with blocks or other toys.  Describe what you 
are doing, “I am putting the block under the table.”  See if your student can imitate what 
you’re doing and then later follow directions using these prepositions. 

● Read with your student and label things within the story.  Then when you’re reading the 
book again have your student label or point to pictures of items within the story.  Work on 
expanding vocabulary.  Talk about the pictures in the book. 

● Ask simple “wh” questions about the story/pictures while you’re reading aloud.  You may 
need to model the correct response to begin with, but with practice your student can 
begin answering “wh” questions on their own. 

● Let them play with books and turn the pages.  
● Ask them what they think will happen next (predicting) and label what they see. 
● Allow your child to do another quiet activity while you’re reading aloud, such as coloring. 

They can listen while doing another activity.  Keep reading time to match their attention 
span.  Pick the time to read aloud when they are at rest.  Have a routine when you read 
to them. 

● Have your child participate in pretend play, such as going to a tea party, pirate ship etc. 
Begin with 5 minutes of focus pretend play activity.  Can also play dress-up and play 
becoming another character. 
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